62    WIVES  OF   HENRY   THE   EIGHTH
gigantic stature and sturdy limbs, his fair skin
and golden hair, his manliness, his prudence, and
his wisdom were their constant theme : and even
Katharine, unhappy as she was, with her marriage
still in the balance, seems to have liked and admired
the gallant youth whom she was allowed to see so
seldom.
It has become so much the fashion to speak of
Katharine not only as an unfortunate woman, but
as a blameless saint in all  her relations,  that an
historian who regards her as a fallible and even
in many respects a blameworthy woman, who was
to a large extent the cause of her own troubles,
must be content to differ from the majority of his
predecessors.   We have already seen, by the earnest
attempts she made to drag her afflicted sister into
marriage with a man whom she herself considered
false, cruel, and unscrupulous, that Katharine was
no better than those around her in moral principle :
the  passion  and   animosity  shown   in   her  letters
to her father about Puebla, Fuensalida, and others
whom she distrusted, show her to have been any-
thing  but  a meek martyr.    She was,   indeed,  at
this time (1508-9) a self-willed, ambitious girl of
strong passion, impatient of control, domineering
and proud.    Her position in England had been a
humiliating and a hateful one for years.    She was
the sport of the selfish ambitions of others, which
she herself was unable to control; surrounded by
people whom she disliked and   suspected,   lonely
and   unhappy;   it   is   not  wonderful   that   when
Henry VIL was gradually sinking  to his grave,
and her marriage with his son was still in doubt,
this ardent Southern young woman   in her prime